
 

Considered Kenny Dorham's finest recording of his all-too-short career, this re-reissue 

has been newly remastered and presumably now includes all of the takes from these 

nonet and sextet sessions of 1955. Considering the time period, this date remains way 

ahead of the Latin-tinged and hard bop music that would follow. It would be difficult to 

assess the sextet being a step below the larger group effort, but only because it is much 

less Afro-Cuban. Nonetheless the unmistakable drumming of Art Blakey powers the 

combo through the blisteringly swinging "La Villa" with unison horns (Hank Mobley, 

tenor sax; Cecil Payne, baritone sax). The other easy swinging pieces "K.D.'s Motion," 

"Venita's Dance," and "Echo of Spring/K.D.'s Car Ride" display great group empathy and 

seem effortless, though they're not. It's the Latin-based music that really differentiates 

this band from all others of this era, save Dizzy Gillespie's. Payne's robust bari ignites the 

hip call-and-response motif of "Afrodisia," while his horn in tandem with pianist Horace 

Silver backs the up-front horns, supplemented by trombonist J.J. Johnson, for the 

heated mambo-ish hard bopper "Basheer's Dream." Two takes of "Minor's Holiday" are, 

curiously enough, exactly the same time at 4:24, both super cooking with Dorham's 

clear-as-a-bell trumpet leading the other horns, which practically act as backup singers. 

Percussionist Carlos "Patato" Valdes is the perfect spice added to this dish. The lone 

ballad, "Lotus Flower," is remarkable in that its marked tender restraint feels on the 

brink of wanting to cut loose, but never does. A first-rate recording for the under-

appreciated Dorham, this one should be in every collection of all true music lovers. 

-MICHAEL G. NASTOS, 

allmusic.com 
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"I want to do a book on some of the musicians that I feel were bypassed . . . 

Like Kenny Dorham. Most people know Kenny, but Kenny during his whole 

lifetime never got the accolades and never got the roses that he should have 

received for all that he gave us." 

--Jackie McLean 

 

Kenny Dorham was a musician's musician. Universally admired and respected by 

his peers and fellow trumpeters, KD worked with every major figure of the modern 

jazz movement--Billy Eckstine, Dizzy Gillespie, Art Blakey, Bud Powell, Charlie 

Parker, Thelonious Monk and Max Roach. 

Yet for all his popularity with fellow musicians, who loved his unique tone and 

melodic ideas, Dorham was constantly overshadowed by more obviously brilliant 

and original voices during his lifetime. He had the misfortune to play beneath the 

shadows cast by Gillespie, Fats Navarro, Clifford Brown and Miles Davis. Only in 

the 18 years since his death has a fuller and wider appreciation of KD's talent 

developed. There is now a "school" of Dorham trumpet playing. 

Kenny was a singularly gifted instrumentalist and improvisor who distinguished 

himself in Bebop but really came into his own during the Hard Bop period when 

his mature playing graced the Jazz Messengers and the Max Roach Quintet, both 

quintessential groups of the genre. 

Kenny was also an excellent jazz composer and a highly proficient arranger. He 

used to "ghost" many of the charts which were published under the name of Walter 

"Gil" Fuller. Dorham was a sensitive ballad singer to boot. 
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From the 1950's onwards, Dorham occasionally led groups of his own--the first 

was called The Jazz Prophets--and gave early and crucial exposure to such younger 

men as Bobby Timmons, Herbie Hancock, Joe Henderson, Charles Davis, Kenny 

Burrell, Butch Warren and Tony Williams. 

It is difficult to imagine that this singular talent, who proved to be a discerning 

critic as his Down Beat reviews revealed, was forced to take jobs in munitions and 

medical plants and a sugar refinery to sustain his family because the rewards of 

playing jazz were so poor. 

Kenny's playing got better and better from 1954 onwards. In the 1960's he recorded 

with Barry Harris, Cedar Walton, Jackie McLean, Joe Henderson, Eric Dolphy, 

besides making an impressive series of LP's under his own name for Blue Note. 

Dorham was a consultant for the Harlem Youth Act anti-poverty program in New 

York, and a member of the board of the New York Neophonic Orchestra. In the 

1970's Dorham continued to play gigs and appear at festivals. KD, who possessed 

one of the most uniquely beautiful trumpet sounds in jazz, died on December 5, 

1972 of a kidney ailment from which he had been suffering for some time. 

--MARK GARDNER, from the liner notes, 

Osmosis, Black Lion 

 
 

Throughout his career, Kenny Dorham was almost famous for being underrated since he 

was consistently overshadowed by Dizzy Gillespie, Fats Navarro, Miles Davis, Clifford 

Brown, and Lee Morgan. Dorham was never an influential force himself but a talented 

bop-oriented trumpeter and an excellent composer who played in some very significant 

bands. In 1945, he was in the orchestras of Dizzy Gillespie and Billy Eckstine, he 

recorded with the Be Bop Boys in 1946, and spent short periods withLionel 

Hampton and Mercer Ellington. During 1948-1949, Dorham was the trumpeter in the 

Charlie Parker Quintet. After some freelancing in New York in 1954, he became a 

member of the first version of Art Blakey's Jazz Messengers and for a short time led a 

group called the Jazz Prophets, which recorded on Blue Note. After Clifford Brown's 

death, Dorham became his replacement in the Max Roach Quintet(1956-1958) and then 

he led several groups of his own. He recorded several fine dates for Riverside (including 

a vocal album in 1958), New Jazz, and Time, but it is his Blue Note sessions of 1961-1964 

that are among his finest. Dorham was an early booster of Joe Henderson (who played 

with his group in 1963-1964). After the mid-'60s, Kenny Dorham (who wrote some 

interesting reviews for Down Beat) began to fade and he died in 1972 of kidney disease. 

Among his many originals is one that became a standard, "Blue Bossa." 

--SCOTT YANOW, allmusic.com 
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