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All Night Long 

(Prestige) 

 

 
01. All Night Long 

02. Boo-Lu 
03. Flickers 

04. Li'l Hankie 
05. Body & Soul 
06. Tune Up 

 

 
Supervision by Bob Weistein 

Recorded by Rudy van Gelder 
Recorded in Hackensack, NJ; 

December 28, 1956 
#05,06 not on original LP 

 

Donald Byrd: trumpet; Hank Mobley: tenor sax; Jerome Richardson: flute, 

tenor sax; Kenny Burrell: guitar; Mal Waldron: piano; Doug Watkins: bass; 
Art Taylor: drums. 

 

One of the great jam session recordings of the 1950s, All Night Long was under 

the relaxed directions of Kenny Burrell. The guitarist gathered together some of 

the finest young players on the New York scene, including Donald Byrd on 

trumpet and tenor saxophonists Hank Mobley and Jerome Richardson, one of the 

unsung heroes of the flute in jazz. Mal Waldron, Doug Watkins, and Arthur 

Taylor were the rhythm section. The musical formats were uncomplicated; All 

Night Long a blues with a bridge, Waldron’s Flickers a 16-bar pattern, Mobley’s 

two originals based on familiar 32-bar chord sequences. (The CD includes 2 

bonus tracks). From these simple, classic bases were launched performances 

with the hallmarks that have long identified any Burrell project: relaxation, 

swing, and high standards of musicianship. 

--via Rappamelo 



 

 

 

Donald Byrd 

Trumpet 

December 9, 1932 -- 

Donald Byrd
 

"Donald Byrd is practically a household name. He possesses a big tone and 

plays from the heart. He is an Afro-American history scholar and connoisseur of 

African Art. He's truly an amazing man." 

--Kenny Washington

 

Donald Byrd. Born in Detroit in 1932, his studies at Wayne State University (1954) 

were interrupted by military service, during which he played in an Air Force band. He 

then attended the Manhattan School of Music (MA in music education). At the same time 

he was the favorite studio trumpeter of the bop label Presitge (1956-58), though he also 
recorded frequently for Riverside and Blue Note. 

He gave performances with George Wallington (1955), Art Blakey (1956), and along 

with Gigi Gryce was a member of the Jazz Lab Quintet (1957). He also performed 

with Max Roach, Sonny Rollins, John Coltrane, and others, before settling into a 

partnership with Pepper Adams (1958-61). After studying composition in Europe (1963-

63) Byrd began a career in black music education, teaching at Rutgers, the Hampton 

Institute, Howard University, and (after receiving a law degree, 1976) North Carolina 
Central University; in 1982 he was awarded a doctorate by Columbia Teachers College. 

Following the death of Clifford Brown in 1956, Byrd was for a few years arguably the 

finest hard-bop trumpeter. He had not only a masterful technique, displayed on all his 

albums from this period, but also a beautiful tone. He resumed playing in the 1970s and 

made several pleasant recordings in a jazz-rock style. His best-selling album Black 

Byrd led to the formation of his students into the Blackbyrds, a hit group of the mid-
1970s. 

--BARRY KERNFELD, The New Grove Dictionary Of Jazz 

 

http://hardbop.tripod.com/blakey.html
http://hardbop.tripod.com/gryce.html
http://hardbop.tripod.com/jazzlab.html
http://hardbop.tripod.com/roach.html
http://hardbop.tripod.com/rollins.html
http://hardbop.tripod.com/coltrane.html
http://hardbop.tripod.com/pepper.html
http://hardbop.tripod.com/brownie.html


 

Kenny Burrell 

Guitar 

July 31, 1931 -- 

Kenny Burrell

 
"There's no finer guitar player. There may be somebody else who is as good, 
but you can't play finer guitar than Kenny Burrell." 

--George Benson

 

A member of a musical family, Kenny Burrell began playing guitar at the age of 12. In 

1951, while studying music at Wayne State University, he worked for a month with Dizzy 

Gillespie's sextet, making his recording debut. After graduating in 1955, he toured with 
Oscar Peterson, and then moved to New York in 1956. 

He soon began performing and recording with many famous players, and established his 

reputation as an outstanding guitarist. As well as making between 30 and 40 LPs as a 

leader, he has played as a sideman on about 200 albums, recording in many styles 

under such leaders as John Coltrane, Gil Evans, Stan Getz, Billie Holiday, Milt Jackson, 

Quincy Jones, Thad Jones, Yusef Lateef, Hubert Laws, Herbie Mann, Sonny Rollins, Lalo 
Schifrin, Jimmy Smith, and Stanley Turrentine. 

Burrell performs most frequently in a trio with a double bass player and a drummer. 

However he has also worked as an unaccompanied soloist, and in larger groups, such as 

the nine-piece Philip Morris Superband, with which he toured internationally in 1985-86. 

He has also made recordings on banjo, including Hot and Bothered as a sideman with 

Mercer Ellington. In addition to performing and recording he has been active as a 

teacher; he began leading seminars at colleges in 1971, and has taught courses in the 
music of Duke Ellington at universities around Los Angeles, where he settled in 1972. 

Burrell's playing is in the bop style, but is more conservative than that of some of his 

colleagues, for he favors simple, often singable, melodic lines rather than flights of 

virtuosity. His tone is particularly mellow. 

--THOMAS OWENS,The New Grove Dictionary of Jazz

 

 

http://hardbop.tripod.com/coltrane.html
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